CHUGD: 14th May 2012

Geological Society Higher Education Network

Higher Education Network Meetings:
· New Views on Teaching Old Skills – sharing best practices in 3D geological map and section techniques. Funded by the Higher Education Academy. School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, Tuesday 29th May, 2012.Workshop Convener: Dr Douglas Paton, d.a.paton@leeds.ac.uk

Visualising and understanding geological maps in 3D/4D remain essential skills for Earth and Environmental sciences. Most undergraduates receive a solid grounding in Year 1 through the introduction of map techniques including structural contours and simple cross-section generation. This is then commonly expanded in subsequent years, especially through the integration of field observations. More advanced techniques are often then introduced at final year level, such as the use of industry software, to teach detailed section balancing and restorations.

The purpose of this workshop is to share best practices on teaching of map and cross-section skills at all levels. The workshop will comprise a morning session of examples and discussion of what we should be teaching. The afternoon session, which will be partly run by Midland Valley, will be a computer based session that will show how industry software (in this case MOVE) can be integrated into our regular teaching at all levels*.

Practitioners at all levels are encouraged to apply including lecturers and Post-graduate students that are involved in teaching practical classes.  The afternoon session is designed to be an introduction to MOVE software and therefore no previous experience is required. We are particularly interested in having joint contributions where examples are discussed from both the student and teacher perspective.

The workshop is supported by the Higher Education Academy, is free to attend and refreshments will be provided. It will be held in the School of Earth and Environment Building, University of Leeds (http://www.see.leeds.ac.uk/contact/find-us/ )

Spaces are limited to 25 therefore please email Dr Douglas Paton (d.a.paton@leeds.ac.uk) if you would like to attend by 14th May. Please indicate if would like to present a current project, or if you would just like to attend please provide a short summary of your current (or future) teaching.

Contributors include: Dr Carl Stevenson, University of Birmingham, Dr Jen Chambers, University of St Andrews, Dr Clare Bond, University of Aberdeen, Dr Geoff Lloyd/Tobias Dalton, University of Leeds

* Free licences of MOVE Software can be made available to Universities through their Academic Software Initiative

· HEN Annual Meeting 16 January 2013

The next annual meeting will be hosted by BGS at Keyworth. The meeting will not be themed and contributions from any area of learning and teaching in Earth sciences will be welcomed.
· Geospatial Technologies in Higher Education: Saviour or Sideshow? Held 19 January 2012 at the Open University. A full programme of 13 presentations and 2 posters was attended by over 40 delegates. Presentations are now hosted on the Geological Society website (http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/page9929.html).
JISC discussion list

To subscribe visit http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/geolsoc-he 

We currently have 64 subscribers mostly recruited from GEES contacts.  We would like to broaden our base and encourage many more Earth science staff to join the list, especially those with a particular interest in enhancing learning and teaching. 

We still have no subscribers from – Aberdeen, Aberystwyth, Cambridge, TCD, UCD, Edinburgh, Galway, Glamorgan, Herriot Watt, Imperial College, Kingston, JMU, Paisley, Portsmouth, Royal Holloway, UCL.
HEN Committee. 

Judi Lakin (Geol. Soc.), Helen Walkington (HEA) and Emma Ward (BGS) have been co-opted
Jim Andrews: May 2012
